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Amendment to the Claims : 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims : 

1. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for selecting one of a plurality of 
service providers wh i ch ar e av a i l abl e for connection to a computer system f©f 
conn e ct i on to through a network, the apparatus comprising: 

at least one database containing data regarding parameters of each service 
provider and service quality requirements for service types; and 

a decision making unit connected to said at least one database for selecting 
one of said plurality of service providers to be connected to said computer system , 
said selecting being made according to decision making criteria and said data from 
said at least one database , and wherein said decision making unit includes a criteria 
unit for selecting criteria from multiple criteria to be used in making a decision for 
selecting one of the service providers and a decision making agent unit for making 
the decision based on said selected criteria . 

2. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising an 
interface unit for displaying to a user the selected data provider. 
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3. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising an 
implementation agent for connecting said computer system to said selected 
provider. 

4. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 1, further providing a tracking 
unit for updating data in said at least one database based on current conditions in 
said service providers. 

Claim 5. (Cancel) 

6. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim §J_, wherein said 
decision making unit further includes a logic unit for providing logic based on 
different decision criteria to said decision making agent unit. 

7. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said at 
least one database includes a first database for storing pr e- conf i gur e d service 
quality requirements of each norma l service type and a second database for storing 
parameters regarding each provider, including billing data, selection priority data, 
resource condition data and resource teaste-information data. 
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8. (Currently Amended) A method of selecting one of a plurality of service 
providers for conn e ct i on connection to a computer system to - through a network, 
said method comprising: 

storing data in at least one database regarding parameters of each service 
provider and service quality requirements for service types; 
retrieving data from said at least one database; 

selecting sp e c i f i c criteria from multiple criteria for making a decision related to 
said parameters and said service quality requirements ; and 

selecting one of said plurality of providers to be connected to said computer 
system based on said data from s ai d stored by said at least one database and 
based on said selected criteria. 

9. (Original) The method according to claim 8, further comprising: 
providing logic based on different decision criteria so that said selecting is 

also based on said logic. 

10. (Original) The method according to claim 8, further comprising displaying 
said selected provider to a user for approval. 

1 1 . (Original) The method according to claim 10, further comprising 
automatically connecting said computer system to said selected provider. 
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12. (Original) The method according to claim 8, further comprising: 
updating said at least one database based on the real time state of each 

provider. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 8, wherein said at 
least one database includes a first database for storing pr e configur e d service quality 
requirements for each normal service type and a second database for storing 
resource data concerning each provider, including billing policies, selection priorities, 
resource condition data and resource basic-information. 

14. (Currently Amended) A computer n e twork, system comprising: 
a comput e r network; 

a connectiv i ty to sa i d n e twork control le d by service providers; 

a computer system selectively connected through said network to said service 
providers p a thw a ys ; and 

a selection device for selecting which service provider should be utiiized-wkef* 
conn e cting th e comput e r syst e m to th e n e twork , said selection device including at 
least one database storing data regarding parameters about said- each service 
prov i d e rs provider and service quality requirements for service types and a decision 
making unit for making said selection based on said data stored in said at least one 
database and on decision making criteria for selecting criteria from multiple criteria 
to be used in making a decision for selecting one of the service providers to be 
connected through said network to said computer system . 
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Claims 15 - 17. (Cancel) 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A system for selecting one of a plurality of service 
providers fo r to be conn e ct i ng connected to a computer system te - through a 
network, comprising: 

means for storing data in at least one database regarding parameters of each 
service provider and service quality requirements; 

means for retrieving data from said at least one database; 

means for selecting sp e c i f i c criteria from multiple criteria to be used in making 
a decision for selecting one of the service providers based on said stored data fef 
mak i ng a d e cis i on; and 

means for selecting one of said plurality of service providers to be connected 
to said computer system through said network based on said stored data from said 
at least one database and on said selected criteria. 

19. (New) In a system including a computer system, a plurality of service 
providers, at least one database containing data regarding parameters of each 
service provider and service quantity requirements for service types and a decision 
making unit connected to said at least one database for selecting one of said 
plurality of service providers with said selecting being made according to decision 
making criteria and said data from said at least one database with said decision 
making unit including a criteria unit for selecting criteria from multiple criteria to be 
used in making a decision for selecting one of the service providers and an agent 
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unit for making the decision based on said selected criteria, a service provider 
comprising: 

a service provider which is selectively connectable to the computer system by 
a network with the service provider being selected form the plurality of service 
providers in accordance with the selected criteria based upon said stored data. 

20. (New) The apparatus of claim 1 comprising: 

a user interface coupled to the decision making unit which provides 
information relating to a type of service to be provided from the service providers 
and information to be used in making a decision of selecting a service provider from 
the multiple service providers by the decision making unit. 

21 . (New) The apparatus of claim 1 comprising: 

a scheduling agent, which is coupled to the decision making unit, for 
controlling connection of the computer system to the selected service provider at a 
selected time. 

22. (New) The method of claim 8 comprising: 

providing from a user interface information relating to a type of service to be 
provided from the service provider and information to be used in making a decision 
of selecting a service provider from the multiple service providers. 
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23. (New) The method of claim 8 comprising: 

scheduling a selected time for connection of the computer system through the 
network to the selected service provider. 

24. (New) The system of claim 14 comprising: 

a user interface coupled to the decision making unit which provides 
information relating to a type of service to be provided from the service providers 
and information to be used in making a decision of selecting a service provider from 
the multiple service providers by the decision making unit. 

25. (New) The system of claim 14 comprising: 

a scheduling unit, which is coupled to the decision making unit, for controlling 
connection of the computer system through the network to the selected service 
provider at a selected time. 

26. (New) The system of claim 18 comprising: 

a user interface coupled to the decision making unit which provides 
information relating to a type of service to be provided from the service providers 
and information to be used in making a decision of selecting a service provider from 
the multiple service providers by the decision making unit. 
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27. (New) The system of claim 18 comprising: 

a scheduling unit, which is coupled to the decision making unit, for controlling 
connection of the computer system to the selected service provider at a selected 
time. 
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